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Harvard Historical Commission

Regular meeting – Periodicals Room, Old Library

Agenda – Wednesday, July 6 2011 – 7:00 p.m.

“Oversee modifications to the Harvard Common and Shaker Village Historic Districts in accordance with state and local bylaws, and generally support historical preservation in Harvard.”
Activity:

1. review minutes of May 3, 2011 and June 20, 2011 (7:00 pm)

2. format roll call procedure (7:10 -7:15 pm) (CC, RNS)

3. introduction of new member, Pam Marston (7:15-7:20 pm)

4. public comment, if any (7:20-7:30 pm)

5. Town Hall application (Tim Bragan, DC)(7:30-7:50 pm) 

6. update on All-Boards meeting/strategic plan (7:50 – 8:10 pm) (RBS)

7. discuss by-law change re: Shaker BG  (8:10-8:25 pm) (RBS, KS)

8. present draft of HHC job description (8:25 – 8:40 pm) (JF)

9. set goals for Nominating Comm (8:40-8:50 pm) (RBS, RS)

10. historic buildings plaque project (8:50-9:00 pm) (PM, JW)

11. real estate listing team/HHC enforcement issues (9:00 – 9:10 pm)(RBS, RS, JW)

12. CPC funding requests due September 30 (5 yr horizon) (RBS, RS)

13. other business: solar panels (CC); historic district/scenic road tree removal (JF); July talk about Shakers (JF); Common historic district sign moved (JW)

14. new business

“That the Fruitlands community survived as long as it did – and that was less than a year – was largely because of the efforts of Joseph Palmer, a farmer from NoTown (sic), a village on the outskirts of Fitchburg…About two years after Fruitlands was abandoned, Palmer…bought the farm…from Ralph Waldo Emerson and … lived there for almost 30 years (running) the place as a kind of halfway house and hostel for tramps, ex-convicts, and other low characters…In 1830 Palmer himself had been thrown in the Worcester Cnty jail and kept there as a sort of political prisoner. His crime? Wearing a beard.” (pp. 105-106, R. Anderson, Directions of a Town)
